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From Ecological Imbalance Moving towards Ecological
Civilization: A Transformative Process of Green Development

over 40 Years of Reform and Opening-up
PAN Jia-hua
( University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 102488 China)

Abstract: Chinas reform and opening-up is a process of transformative development in
all fronts. Harmony and co-prosperity between man and nature constitutes not only the basis
and starting point for social and economic development but also the directions and targets for
future human society. It was of great necessity for reform and opening-up in the late 1970s
and there had been a call for green development as it was in the past. Before the start of
reform and opening-up the primary conflict between man and nature is ecological imbalance
caused by deterioration and damage of nature for food production to meet human demand in a
traditional agrarian society with low productivity. The process of urbanization and
industrialization has been accomplished in a time-compressed manner over the past 40 years
reform and opening-up. In the meantime the conflict between man and nature has led to a
crisis of environmental pollution for human survival natural sustainability caused by mass
material consumption and ever expanding desire for non-material comfort. At the time of 40
years of reform and opening-up this paper examines the evolutionary process of
transformation and analyzes the direct and intrinsic drivers after a thorough look at the
successes and challenges with respect to green transformation. An understanding of the
theoretical foundations is made and explanations are provided before the prospect for the
future is presented at the end.

Key Words: 40th anniversary of Chinas reform and opening-up policy; green

transformation; ecological imbalance; ecological civilization
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